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COOL CATS

AMERICAN BOBTAIL GUSSIE LIVES A LIFE
OF LEISURE ON THE MARY DAY SCHOONER.

ity

FRESH FISH, 20FT SEA BREEZES,
craggy shorelines and moro than 40 feet of
ek spmce to roam vncdier tarlit shiis s
eyt the st pampered cat coukd
diream of, but anly a fow felines have msde
that dresm 8 realdiby.

Cats have along history aboard ships,
with dutics rnging from official moaser i
comifort cal. Beskles being excellent
meosers, cafs were Uhoaght 1o predict
wepther and, depending on thedr moods,
condrolit. Ifacat went overboard, it was ina
anilor’s best infenest bo ensure shi found
heer weiny bede o board., [0 b failed to, itwas
helirved, the cat could create 3 ship-sinking
stnrm in retribution

Moot Gussie

Althoughonly asclect few felines ane
destined for Life aboard ship, &-year-ald
American Babtall Gus Hodghons can lay
claim to this [&feof luoury.

Chusabe, as she ks affectionately referred
1o, lives on the Bary Dy a M
Windjrmmser, with Captxing Barry King
and Jen Martin. In sddition to the capiuins
aned five boving erewmates, Giaksie shanes
heer Lifie v thyup b 30 passengers and o
rambunctions yellow Labrador Hetminer
prup Together they sail the Maine cost
for four- o six-day crubses during the cool
Morteeastern summiers.

Bualt im 1962, e Mary Day schooner
hmhﬂdjlnn.gsuc\:t-ﬂ:imurmiptﬂs.m'
tradition begar with the criginal owners of

Gussie relaxes aboard the Mary Day
scheoner (photurad at right).



Cats have a long history aboard
ships. Guithe's main disty 13 1o Keap
the passengers comiortabla and
content.

the boat amsd avery friendly feline known
s Stump. When Kingand Martin
eveniually purchased the Mary Day in
1998, they sdopted Chakrs, n cat who came
1o tow on acatamaran and lived aboard

sevieral different bosts for many years.

the unfriendly feline from stem Lo sherm
uniil be finadly capiured him, With the cat
siaffed kn hiscoat, Hodgkins rowed back ta
thee beemech amaed the cat, soon bo be know as
Hunniy, book g ressdencs with his ssior
fore thee pest of his days. King and Martin

Chakra became well known for chasing husrve abwsiys been intrigued with naitical
diacks fnfo the harbor and, because she histary and mamied their cat inhonor of
sy like achogt often arrived home this armaeing man.
seaking wet.
Gussie is Chakra's successar and her A Typical Day Aboard
abber egn She hates waler, despises the Lifee athocrd shig noears buey days and,

winds thal rusffle her fur and
prefiers to sleep the day
sy rather than
choaser ducks,

displte obtaining her obligatory 16hours
ol sheep, Gussic leads o full and busy life.
Moming comes early for both the eniw and
cafl, and all are wp by 5 am for colfee, As
the crew pelaces, Gussic excitedly makes
the trigeaft to the galley with Martin for her
mnring can ol cal food, Anexprossive cat,

The caplains discoversd Gussie at
the local animal shelter and named ber for
a man whoworked Hunnewell's Beach

lifesanving staticm. shie hodds nithing back as she pramces
Legend has it that her namesake, Gus along the top of passenger cabins, clinking
Hiudgkins, svved agroup of sallors firom a the skylight covers, as Martin shisshes her

aund mowves on Hptoe dewn the deck Aftera
thorough post-breakfist cleanop, Gussie
hoesecls bk B bveer cabiim ained wraormn e
while the crew begins the day s work
Giuisase sedects her napping places

schooper that was stranded on the ledges
in @ river, While saving the crew, he heand
the criesola cab and immedlatedy rowed
Thencle ok b Elve vesse] Ehrowgh the
deduge of rain and wind. He chased
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sevorditg o the weather conditions, 1f
comiditions ane less than perfect, she
heauds aft for calmer quarters, bt in nice
weather, she prefers to stay near the bow,
biroene hull her to sheep, Like any cat,
Giussshe ks (e hest place to be at amy
given time,

Dharirgg thi afbernoon, shevisits
passongers by peeking through the
scroined skylights of their rooms or
relaxing on deck urder the warm sun. Dnoe
im awhile, she sashuys thrcaigh the main
szl and muskes her preseic: ko 1o her
S0 shipmates, partbsalary if there'sa fire
crackling in the woodsiove, Then, as
darkesess falls, Gussse quistly patrols the
deckes, She particularhy enjoys listening i
the sesds bark and watching the porpotses
play nzar the schooner as the boat docks in
thse eardy evening hours nnd the crew
e for dinner,

She accompanbes Magstin as they make
thee evering rounds, walking the passenger

companbarways, checking the bilges and
inspecting the hewds and anchor, After the
watch, Gissie etjoys lesting her
bousmubaries by siealdng o drink from the
weaber baurmed = astrictly forbidden
inastern verbal warning, whereupon
Gussie jumps dowm from the barmel and
sulkes ns the capialn makes herway tobed,
Within o fow ranutes of the crow's
retiring the clsttering of the cat door can
be hizard as Gussie makes her way down

Your

. the ladder and into the Captain’s burk

for the remainder of the evening It is
herir whiere she: lies undistursed and
lisbens to the ocesn waves lapping
aguinst the bow,

After aweek at sea, Gussie returns
hearese: fior v diagy o v of mousing om Land
and, with King and Martin's help, reading
hae far mail. Thenit's back to the schooner
M the nesct cruise. Hler officiad job i sea s
o keepthe passengers comdostable and
combend. 1t's ajob she doss well and often
behind the scenes. A quist, shy cat, she is
perfectly content witha pat on the head
ansd bearing sny of the comments that
follow her asound, which often inchudss,
“What & swieet aid beautiful kitty™ &
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Srovy Mawtle 5o frealoncs writer wibo rexides i
e denerts of Arizoess, She shares her e with
I4 cafs, Tdogs and a wry underetonding
heerdanad. Yoo ccw vinst herof e webaire,
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Complete Guide
“Purebred Cats W

Lmﬂngtum;awmumhmmmm-um @
complate guide 1o choosing the parfect breed for your Family
and lifestyle, This 224-page magazing includes:
» Questions 1o ask bresders
« Bagic care and training tips
* Headio-toe grooming guide
* Features on 21 breeds
* Breeder directory
= And moral

Get your copy today!
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(1-800-738-2665)
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